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pump. They have blocked our efforts to
help working families heat their
homes. Senate Republicans have taken
a similar hands-off approach to Iraq
and Katrina. We still have done noth-
ing to help the victims of Katrina. We
have appropriated money. The major-
ity leader says we should have some-
body to make sure the money is spent
right. We have begged for legislation to
create a czar so this money can be
spent wisely. No, no legislation in that
regard. They won’t allow us to bring it
to the floor. The huddled masses we all
saw on TV—I read the spokesperson for
this administration, Bob Novak, in the
Washington Post today, the columnist.
He said it looks good in Louisiana, es-
pecially New Orleans: We just won’t let
the people come back. We will have the
city about half of what it was before,
and that will be great for Louisiana.

That is their response to this catas-
trophe. The people who needed the help
the most have still gotten no help. And
preparedness for avian flu, let’s see
what happens on that.

The best example, though, of the Re-
publicans, the best example is the De-
fense authorization bill. We haven’t
done one. At a time of war, we have not
done a Defense authorization bill. In
that bill we have money for troops, for
pay raises so that they will pay taxes,
money for health care, for new equip-
ment. Republicans refuse to bring it to
the floor. We even agreed to 12 amend-
ments, 12 amendments. The average
number of amendments is about 150.
We agreed to 12. The only real vote we
have had on the Defense authorization
bill was an amendment offered by the
majority leader on Boy Scouts. Yet we
don’t have time for the Defense author-
ization bill. Why won’t they let us go
forward with the 12 amendments? Be-
cause one of the amendments calls for
an independent, bipartisan commission
to study what went wrong with
Katrina. They will not let us do that.
They are willing to bring down the
whole Defense authorization bill be-
cause they know on that vehicle we
have a right to offer an amendment. On
the things they are bringing up now,
the appropriations bills, we can’t do it
procedurally in the Senate. They do
not want an independent, bipartisan
commission to take a look at what
went wrong with this administration’s
response to Katrina. You would think
the administration would want this.
But, no, they are fighting this, just as
this President fought the 9/11 Commis-
sion.

I would hope that we would get some-
one like Senator McCAIN, who was the
one who forced the issue on 9/11, to
come forward. Let’s have this as a bi-
partisan call for help, for review. From
Defense authorization to Katrina re-
lief, the Republican record is clear:
Their plans for the future are bad. In-
stead of helping Americans, Repub-
licans have decided to use the months
ahead to make problems worse. For the
next b weeks, Republicans have decided
we should focus on cutting health care
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funding for the sick and elderly, cut-
ting education for students, cutting
housing and food assistance, food
stamps. That is part of the budget rec-
onciliation. They want to cut food
stamps. Republicans will be arguing
that all this is justified in the name of
fiscal discipline.

Now we have about 20 people who are
running the House. With Congressman
DELAY’s problems, the Speaker has
lost control of the House. We read in
papers all over America today that the
House is being run by 20 renegades who
are telling him what to do. It appears
he is listening, and he is going to do
what they want. What are some of the
things they want to do? Cut Medicaid
even more, more tax cuts, forget about
the people in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi. The group that now runs the
House of Representatives is arguing
that all this is justified in the name of
fiscal discipline, and these are the
same people who have brought us the
largest deficits and debt increases in
this Nation’s history. Remember when
President Bush took office, some say
there was a surplus over 10 years of $7
trillion. That has all since gone. Now
we are $7 trillion in the hole. Some
turnaround. These are the same people
who voted for trillions in additional
tax cuts and hundreds of billions for
Iraq without batting an eye about the
fact that none of this spending was off-
set.

The same people would like to move
forward on another round of expensive
tax breaks for the elite. America can
do better than this. It is time for Con-
gress to focus on the needs of the
United States. The American people
have concerns about a number of
issues, and we have an obligation to ad-
dress them. I know the majority leader
would like to proceed with business as
usual, but that is not what the Amer-
ican people expect or want. They aren’t
interested in more tax breaks for the
rich or perks for big oil. They want us
to come together and focus on real
problems. We have 5 weeks before the
next recess—that is Thanksgiving—and
a host of issues to address, including
energy prices, Katrina, preparedness
for avian flu, and other disasters.

It is the pledge of the Democrats that
we will not allow these issues to be
swept under the rug. Democrats will do
everything in our power to make sure
these issues are addressed before we
leave. On energy, we will fight to make
sure the Senate takes real steps to help
millions of families fill their tanks and
heat their homes, like LIHEAP, like
price gouging. On avian flu, we will
continue to push the Senate to con-
sider our comprehensive legislation so
that our country has the tools and re-
sources it needs to focus and confront
this threat. With Katrina, we will
make sure hundreds of thousands of
victims are helped, not forgotten. Dis-
placed families may no longer be front-
page news, but that doesn’t mean their
needs are met. Thousands are still
without health care and housing, and
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we have an obligation to help. Energy
costs, preparedness, Katrina relief—top
priorities for the American people, and
Democrats will fight to make sure they
are the top priorities for the Senate as
well. America must do better than
what we have done.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COR-
NYN). The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. My understanding is
the Senate is now in morning business?

————
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the
Senator will allow, under the previous
order, we are scheduled to go into a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business until 3 p.m. The time will be
equally divided until 3 p.m.

Mr. DURBIN. Could the Chair advise
me how much time I would have under
that understanding? Is it half of 35
minutes?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

—————

CONCERNS OF THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I thank
the Democratic leader for coming to
the floor. We have all returned from
our time back home. The Columbus
Day recess gave us a chance to go back
to our home States. I have run into
Senators in the hallway. Senator COR-
NYN said: I was blazing across Texas. I
know Senator REID was in Nevada. I
was going across the State of Illinois.
It is a good time. It is a good chance to
see if some of the things we are talking
about in Washington are really reso-
nating and important to the families
back home.

I sense, after having been around
here for a while, where we spend a lot
of time, the people back home scratch
their heads and think: They are wast-
ing time. It is all political talk and
speeches. When are they going to talk
about the things that really count?

I will tell you what I found really
counts back home. I went to Wheaton,
IL, and visited with Joel Gomez. Joel
Gomez, a year and a half ago, was in-
jured in Iraq as an American soldier
and became a quadriplegic. Joel Gomez
is a wonderful young man. This was the
first time I had met him face to face.
He lights up a room with his smile, and
he is so engaging. He is in a hospital
bed and cannot move. The people in the
community and the veterans organiza-
tions have come together and built him
a new home. They built it in 3 months.
They broke all construction records. It
is for his mother and father and him-
self. It cost over $700,000. They put all
of that into it to make sure that Joel
Gomez can have a good life from this
point forward.

I talked to his mom and dad and the
people who are around him. I said: How
is care at the veterans hospital for
Joel? They are trying their best. Some-
times his condition is so challenging,
they have to go to other places. But
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